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I will get me unto the great men and will ſpeak unto them ; for they bave known the wart t 
| of the Lord, and the Fudgments of their God. Jer.5.5. Fi 
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” the Ball in S. Panls Church-yard.. 1658 bf : 


CAL) ———— 


) H E Conſideration of the heavy ſignes of Gods 
' diſpleaſure of late continually ſounding in out 
&= ears, and proclaiming aloud his wrath ful veage- 
= atice poured out upon the Nation , caſting con- 
mo tempt upon Princes and Nobles, yea,upon ail ſorts, 
from the Throneto the Footſtoole, but eſpecially upontis'of the 
Gentry and the Nobility of the Nation, who have been enforc- 
ed to take down the deepeſt draughts of this Cup of Trembling, 
hath layen ſo ſadly upon my Spirit, that I could not but fall upon 
a ſerious Enquiry , both inorder to my ſelf and others, what 
might be the cauſes of theſe judgments of God upon the Nation, 
and in particular, why the Gentry and Nobility have taſted fo 
deeply of this Cup > Surel was that afligtions do not riſe out of 
the duſt, nor troubles fpring out of the ground, but there is a 
righteous tiand of heaven that hath ordered all theſe ſtrokes. Ic 
is of the Lord'of Hoſts chat our fields have been covered with 
the ſlain, and our(treets have lowed with blood, that fo many 
houſes and towns are turned into aſhes. Jt is from the wrath of 
the Lord of Hoſts that our land is darkned, 

Sure I was, that the God, whom we profeſle, is fo exceeding 
gracious, that they muſt needs be ſome high provocations that 
cauſed him to pour out his wrath ſo heavily upon us, that ſome 
heinous fins have brought this vengeance. 

Whereupon I thought it my duty for the glory of the righte- 
ons Judgmets of God to make a diligent Enquiry what hart 
b:en done or aRted by us to provoke thiis heavy Conflagratis 
On; 
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s Abaſuerus 
might have 

ſhamed theſe, 
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CHAP. II. 


/*A Nd now, Gentlemen, may T preſume ſo. far upon your pa? 
| tience, as to crave your company with me a while in make- 
ing a ſearch after that Achay that hath troubled this our IC- 
rael ? 

And leaving men of inferior ranke to other diſcoveries, to En- 
quire what hath been ated by men of our order ſo highly pro- 
voking, that the patience of the long ſuffering God would no lon- 
ger forbear, Had wenone amongſt us, that were fo far from a 
Religious imitation of Chriſt, whoſe Name they profeſſe, that 
they were deſperately ſet againſt the very Image of God where- 
ever it appeared, and maintained an inveterate hatred againſt 
thoſe perſons that lived up to thoſe principles themſelves profeſſed 
to believe, andcould not endure them that made conſcience of 
running to the ſame excefſe of ryot with themſelves > Was not 
that moſt curſed diſtemper of prophane ſwearing grown not only 
frequent but in faſhion amongſt us? . Yea, hath not the wanton- 
neſle of ſome inthis kind riſen to ſo prodigious an height, that 
not contented with vulgar oaths, they have improved the helliſh 
workings of their brains to the Coyning of new ones, ſuch as 


. the very mention would be an offering of violence to a pious 


Eare ? 
And as for that baſe and worſe then brutiſh ſn of Dra»ken- 


eſſe , were there none even amongſt us ſhamelully beſpotted with 
it> The Proverb was, «As drnxk as a beggar : but hath it not 
of latter times begun to be inverted, As drunk &s a Lord ? Nay, 
have we not had thoſe that have gloried in this their ſhame, 


- accountins it an honour to be ſtrong in pouring down wine, and 


eſteeming themſelves to have performed a moſt worthy At- 
chievement if they could make others drunk?And when the Health 
went round, if any durft be fo truly Noble and valiant as to re- 
fuſe the taking off his Cup, to exceſſe, *Twas well if he came 
off only with a mark of diſgrace and ſcorn ; ſo much were the 
ſpirits of ſome ſunk not only beneath Chriſtians, but * Heathans, 
and had put off not only the Gemr/e—but rhe 21ay. . 
An 


Þ 
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And if the mother, Intemgerance, hath had ſuch kind enter- 
tainment amongſt us, could it bea wonder to ſee wncleanne(s , 
the daughter, that common waſter of bodies, eſtates, names , 
ſouls, all, ſo rife in the midit of us* How ordinary, as well as 
eaſre; bath the paſſage been from the Tavern to the Brothel- 
houle,and from the ſtage to the Stews> How hath Fornication 
been accounted by ſome as a trick of youth, and groſs laſciviguſ- 
neſs as a Peccadillo. | 
What extream Arrogancy and unreaſonable height of ſpirit 
did appear in many of us, in relation to our inferiours ? as if 
we h3d forgot we were made of the ſame clay with them, and Comer » 
were ſhortly to lye down in the ſame duſt together ? werethere \,*© —— 
not ſome who interpreted a wry-look as an affront, that could Moto. of {u- 
ſcarce bear a croſs word without a ſtab or challenge; and with re!#anus , the 
whom a ſmall intrenchment upon their reputation was an indig- ©9842 Empe- 
nity hardly admitting reparation, as altogether forgetting, that **"* 
heis moſta Gent/eman,who is moſt Gentle, 
And were there none among us , who, as if Leviathan like , 
they had been made only to ſport themſelves in the world , 
moſt prodipally waſted thoſe pretious opportunities , wherein 
they abounded, and which might have been excellently improv- 
ed for God, their ſouls, and their Country in vain pleaſures, 
and paſtimes , making it the great buſineſs of their lives, to ear Homines,as Ses 
and drink and riſe up toplay? Hath not the time of ſome been g," O_ 4 
wholly divided between Hounds, and Hawks, Cards and Dice, ter p Hinem _ 
together with fooliſh play-books, and Idle Romances? And ſpeculum occu- 
when they have been told of this, have not ſomeimpudently 24. 
juſtified themſelves, ſaying, z/4at is a Gentleman but his plea» 
ſure ? Adſpeech fitter for an Epicure, then a Chriſtiav, Some 
Levellers of all civil diſtinQtions in theſe times have demanded 
of us, where do we read in Gods book of a Gentleman ? cer- 
tainly,ſuch a Gentleman as this God never made, neither do we 
any where read of any fuch, except it be him, that was c/oathed 
with purple, and fared deliciouſly every day , whole Tragedy Luke 16. 
St. Luke records : And for thoſe of us that by the mercy of God 
have acquitted our ſelves from theſe groſler abominations, have 
there not been with us,even with us,fins againſt the Lord ; fach 
a9 have largely contributed to the Common Calamity, 
Es ; 'Were R 
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Jer. 5.26,27, 


Tfa. 5:22 
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Were there none amongſt us who ſtudied 'nothing but theix 
own worldly greatneſs? Who made it the bulineſs of theie 
lives, not how they might uſe their plentiful eſtaces andrepurte 
in the world to the honour of the Giver , buc how they mighe 
load themſelves yer more heavily with thick clay > Whoſe on- 
ly care was to raiſe their neſts on high, and to feather them ſo, 
that they might ſpend the reſidue of their dayes in brooding up+ 
on their eggs of Gold and Silver; little con{idering that this was 
co hatch wrath and miſery to themſelves,and the Nation, | 

Did nonein order totheſe ends walk in unrighteous wayes ; 
buying the poor for ſilver,as the Prophet of old complained, and 
the needy for a pair of ſhaves ; might notthe heavie charge have 
been made good againſt us, which-God of old laid againſt the 
Jewes? Among my people are found wicked men; they lay wait 
as he that ſetteth ſnares, they ſet a trap, they catch. men: as 4 
cage is full of birds, ſo are their houſes full of d:ceit , therefore 
they are become great aud waxen rich, Had we none. in great 
places that loved gifts, and-followed after rewards ? that juſtified 
the Wicked: for a reward , and tock away the righteouſneſs of the 
righteous from him, that widows might be thtirprey and that they 
might rob the fatherleſs. 

If yet any of us did eſcape theſe pollutions; did wenot reft 
in this, thatwe hadeſcaped them? was not abſtinence from 
Common defilements the height of our religion> Did not 
wepleaſe our ſelves with, yea, gtory in bare Civility > was not 
the power of godlineſs, if not the matterof our ſcorn, yet of 
our deep neglet >- Did wenot count thoſe moſt pradent and 
moderate men, who did leſs ingage themſelves in the moreſtrid: 
and: ſerious: parts of religion? How did ſome ſteal as it were 
behind thehedg to Hell> Juſt as-I have obſerved ſome Tipling 
companions to {hp into a Tavern at a back-door, thinking theme 
ſelves ſafe, if no body took notice of them 2?-as if. abſtinerce 
from groſler evils were not as certain a path to Hell, as that of 


D. Hunmond, 0Pen profaneneſs; Satan will pick mens way , rather then want 


their company: How few of us did make conſcience of emprying 

the full veins of our - eſtates: by a ſpiritual Phlebotomy for the 
refreſhment of the needy ? as we exceeded others in riches, did 

we allo exceed in charity Þ - Or rather, the.more we i" 

MEL le. 


CF : 
leſs we diſtributed, as if we thought our ſelves not ſtewards, -but 
abſolute and unaccountable Lords of what we had> How few 
of our families were nurſeries of Piety, and-examples of Devo. 
tion? 'How little of religion , beyond the having of a Chap- 


line, could there be ſeen in many great houſes > How far grea-. 


ter hath our care been to make our children great,then gratious? 

How - much more time , and coſt hath-been expended to accom- 

Pliſh their bodies, then to adorn their ſouls > Finaily, asthe 

hand of the moſt high did exalt us above our brethren in world- 

- ly dignity, did we makeit our work to exalthis name according« 
iy ? 


Did we labour to outſtrip others in holy walking, as we have 
done in honour and eſtate? Did we ſhine proportionably to 
that oyle of outward advantages, which Providence had pow- 
red inupon us? Or rather did we not too ſadly verifie that 
Proverb of the Vulgar,a little religion goes a great way in a Gen« 
#leman. | 


CHAP. ITL 


' A Nd if matters were thus with us , can we wonder that the 
wrath of God hath been revealed from heaven againſt us? 

could we expect any other thena ſtorm } while theſe 7onaſe*s 
were in the Ship? Is itſtrange to ſee God powring contempt 
upon us, who have liberally beſtowed it-upon others, more 
righteous then our ſelves ? Is it a new thing, that becauſe of 
Oaths the land monrns > Could we look for any other but a cup 
of trembling, afrer our cup of drunkeneſs > And is this the 
firſt time that God hath had a controverfie with a land, becauſe 
of whoredome ? Doth nota righteous hand appearin thru- 
ſting us below our rank, for our exalting our ſelves above it? If 
the vulgar now obſerve no diſtance, isit not becauſe many of us 
then would have had them obſerre too much > Is not that come 
tad hd bon. 
the 


Amos 6, ts 


Lam.3.43, - 


Job 34. 31,32, 
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the Lord hath threatned in his word, that fuch ſhould be the firſt, 
that ſhonld feel ſmart? Hath the wind of Gods indignation 
blown away, tharduſt-heap. which we and perhaps our Ance- 
ſtours had been a long time by unrighteous, and oppreſſive wayes 
a gathering, and can we think it ſtrange? Do we complain of 
hard meaſure, and unjuſt uſage from men that are now over us, 
and is it not a righteous thing with God thus to requite our Ty- 
ranny, and cruelty towards them, who have been under us> In 
a word, hath God made us more eminent then others in abilities, 
and advantages for his glory, and can it be wondred, if we ei- 
ther miſ or not improving our tallents, have faln under an Emi= 
nency of ſuffering ? 

Nay rather if we ſeriouſly, and impartially conſider things,jis it 
not a wonder indeed that we any of us are alive, that we have »ot 
been made as Sodom, and like unto Gomorrah? that there are yet 
any remnants of Honour , and reſpe&t abiding with us, that 
our place yet knows us , that we are not made a very by-word,ar@ 
hiſſing to all about us ? well may we joyn with the Prophet, in 
ſaying, Jr is of the Lords mercies that we are not conſumed , be- 


cauſe his compaſſions fail not. 


"CHAP. IV. 


Nd after all this is come npon us, and God hath puniſhed 

us leſs then our fins, have we been awakened by this emi- 
nent mixture of Juſtice, and .mercy ro conſider our wayes, and do- 
ings, that have not been good? - 'Hath 'the ſword of the Lord 
Jet out as. much of onr corruptions,-as'of our blood ? Are our 
ſoules 'as well as our Honours laid in the duſt ? By theſe bitter 
pills hath owr iniquity been purged, and is this the fruit, even the 
tahing away of our fin? Surely, it 3s meet ro be ſaid unto God, 
T have bern chaſliſement, 1 will not offend any wore, that which I 
ſee not, teach thaw me, If Ihave done iniquity, I will do no more : 


And oh that this were the voice of our ſpirits, under, or after the 
ſtroke. | 


<y 


Ta] | 
Arokes'of Gods Rod !- [Bleſſed are they ] whew the! Lord, thus: 


corri(ts., i and by coyrefting reacheth his Law.' 1; |. + 


But, woe, and alas; in ſtead of being bettered, have not mas 
-ny waxed worſe,and worſe? Are there not abundance of Abaxze's 
amonglt us, Who 53» their affliftion have treſpaſſtd yet mere andy je the blind 
more; Who indeayour to blot out the remembrance of their for- $odomites, © 
mer ſufferings by taking a.greater-freedom in ſinning , drown- groping afcer 
ing the voice of Gods rods, and their own conſciences, with the <vil whea God | 
louder noiſe of their carnal *mirth, and jollity,' When profane 0 
Gentlemen (yon that are more civill , excuſe the; expre ion," ; 
web were indeed moſt incongruous, had not-the vices of ſome made. 
it t00 too proper) when theſe meet, do they not-rant-it as high 
im all wantonneſs of wickedneſs as. ever , where they can do-it,.as 
to mans cognizance , ſafely >. Senſuallity ſeems to.be.a ſittle-re- 
created from-its outworks as it' were ,; - but - is;not; its main-body 
yet entire, and as untouched-as ever? nay, rather the more cloſe, 
. and compact it is, is it not the ſtronger? | 190 0 fe 
Have not theſe Wars bred yet newer, and more;horrid oaths ? 
Formerly the Carowſing cup:werit 'round ,- only tothe -health.of 
ſome; now The confufion of 'others (intruth-thejir own). muſt 
be added, or there is no-merriment. Is not the ſame Antipathy. 
yet maintained againſt ſtritneſſe and holineſs in-many , as for- 
merly? Nay, -is not., what was heretofore ſcorn, and diſdain 
only , by tract of time: boyled -up. te a conliſtence. of inveterate 
hatred , and deep-malice? No not many. of us graſp the world 
as hard” as ever; 'nay ſo: much the harder , becauſe God hath bin 
by his rods a knocking +off our fmgers? Are there not thoſe 
who made their Tenants pay their: Taxes, and Compoſitions, 
' by raiſing. and racking them? And: if the tables 'of any.are 
not laden with chat exceſle, - as formerly. is not .this. put upon 
the account of neceſfity,, not. vertue?: . Mean time, ; what js 
ſpared thence, is. :added ro the Wardrobe : ., For are we not as 
Gorgeous, and expenſive in our attire, as.ever? Yea are we 
not got up to an higher pitch of, gayety, .and bravery, then for= 
mer ages were acquainted withall2. [When indeed ſackcloath, 
and aſhes. would' haye better become, -us > What we ſpare Mt 
entertainments ,:\do we expent. in Charity, and lay out in goo 
works? Rather, are not our bowels more ſtraitned: fo that 
| B in 


\ 


| Angos 3.3 


LL] 
inſtead of the poores bleffing for dealing ont our bread to them s 
have not ſome of us through our hardneſſe opened their mouths 


to curſe us? : | 


CHAP. V. 


Nd here, let it not ſeem a digreſſion, if I ſhoot ſome 
arrow of enquiry at a venture amidſt thoſe of us, who 

have through mercy eſcaped the dent of this ſtorm hitherto, and 
have perhaps grown greater by occaſion of the ruines of others, 
Nobles, and Gentlemen , fook.in, and about you, you have 
feen the cup of trembling held out to your brethren,the dregs are 
/not yet taken off,” the worſt is at bottom, do ye find no cauſe to 
fear,” it may poflibly go round? - Know ye not that God is no 
reſpeRer of perſons > Do not they that pretend moſt to him, lye 
moſt obnoxious to his ſtrokes? Tow bave 7 knoWn therefore 
&c: Are you as bright, and ſhining/in all truly Noble and ver- 
tnous actions as your high places, and diſtinguiſhing mercies call 
for? . Can we now' diſcerne we were in an Eclipſe before? Are 
thoſe ſins purſued now with hue and cry,which vengance hath bin 
a following after theſe many years, and tbe ſword of divine 
xponts, Pers in part metwith ? . Are great places filled up with 
oodnefſe , and ſwept clean of that filth and corruption , which 
ormerly did attend them? - Do you deſign the lifting up of Gods 
Name, as he hath lifted up yours? Is it ingraven upon your 
fwords TO GODS GLORY? Deoth it now appear 
that you have cut a way through all oppoſition , and waded 
through a Sea of blood to exalt Chrift upon his throne, and 
Crown him in the midit of ug> Do ye live after the rate of thoſe 
fignal appearances of God, you many times make mention of ? 
Do your performances bear proportion with your profeſſions > 
What ſay you , Gentlemen? Or rather are there notamong 
you , even you,Tdols of - jealouſie> Be there not amongſt you, 
thoſe, that tread in thoſe' very paths, which God, and your 
ſelves, as his inftruments, have bin fcourging others for walk- 
ing in ? Ts not ſenſuality crept in amongſt you, even you? Are 
ye - 


[11] 

yeall free from walking in ryot and drunkeneſſe, Chambering,, 
and wantoneſs> Is not the old Puritan as much out of faſhion 
_ with fomeof you, as his name is in faſhion? while you cry up 

the man, are not his manners declined by diverſe? | 

Do you imitate him in the conſtancy of your devotions, in 
the juſtice of your dealings, the faithfulneſs of your promiſes, 
che care of your families, the ſtrifneſſe of your lives, with the 
religious, and ſober negle&t of ithe outward man? As for this 
Jaft , do not many of you tread Antipodes to kim ? was he wone 
to nouriſh his locks , powder his bair, paint, and ſpot his face, 
exceed in Complements , catch up the neweſt faſhion, and be as 
vaine, as the moſt looſe, in theſe things? Do the refreſhing 
ſtreames of right, and Juftice flow with equal freedome to them 
that have no friends, as to them that have? Are not ſome 
more ſtudious to preſervetheir own private Acqueſts, 'thento ad- 
vancethe publick intereſt > Hath the heady wine ef proſperity 
made none of you drunk with pride, and contempr of your bre- 
thren? Inaword, is not that monſter Se/fe, which we have 
bina long time condemning , and bringing to condigne puniſh- 
ment in others , alive yet, and in heart amongit us? 


—— 


_—_—_—_—_—__ 


CHAT. FL 


S ho premiſles conſidered , may it not”, without pretence to 
a ſpirit of Propheſie, be concluded, that: the ftorme of 
divine wrath is not quite blown over? Hath God, can 'we 
think, no more Arrows in his Quiver ? Is all his diſples- 
ſure ſpent upon us? ,Haye not our fins layd us bare for 
more. laſhes > JDoth, our. Droſſe. fill hang. about us, after When the 
we have been-inthe fire? And:may, we: not fear the heating wind Iyeth , 
of the Furnace yet ſeven times more? : Doth our ſecurity preſage way 6.4 
any good to us? Was Agag ever neerer 4 hewing to pieces , ghen the siris 
then when he had: dreſſed up himſelfe delicately , and was plea- moſt quier 
fing; himſelfe with afancy that the biternet of dexch waspaſt> cbencometh 

When therifing Sun puilded the lofty, Towers of proud Sodom, Me grear ear the 
did ſhe dreem of a ftorm of fire, ati brimitqne before noon? Sineck « 
Hath not our Lord foretold us , that whey men cry, Peace, _ 

B 2 then 
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thin comith fuddewtdeſolaticn and aeſtrnttiond Yea, is not'there 
wrath gon ont alveaty froin'theLord2 (Do notwe begin to feel 
new expreflionsof tis diſpleaſure z:Howplentiful an harveſt hath 
Death had among us this: and*'the laſt" year all the land over + 
And, although we have'bin gathered: to the grave -withleſſe 
noiſe then in thoſe former judgements, ratherby ſingle beaves , 
then by ſocks ; and loads', yer it is with obſerving men a queſti> 
on whether *the'g/eavings of this deſtroying _ haye not bin 
greater ; then the vizraye of the ſword and of the peſtilence 2. ' 
. © The DR .of theſe things working for a long time , and 
deeply in my breſt;have put me upon ſuch an impslſ/c of /pirir, avis 
not ,- Thope, beſides the rule, whereby I am inforced to ſtep 
out of my privacy',-'and knock at your: gates , if: poſſibly I may 
awaken ſome , 5 to look about them; and behold that flame of 
divine indignation," which'I'ſeem to ſee recurning with greater 
fierceneſs upon us., if not quenched with the tears of true, and 
timely repentance; If. I'ſeem too bold in any of your eyes, .; let 
Elihu his- Appologie be. mine, For 1 am full of matter, the 
Spirit within-my cornftrainech me. Behold , my belly & as mine 
which hath no'vent,'' it 5r:ready to. burſt liks new bottles. 1 will 
ſpeak, that I may be refreſhed, 1 will open my lips and anſwer. 


_ -- - 
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nomic CRAP, VIL. | 


"PX now,my Lords and Gentlemen, having done that part of 
ny work which to you perhaps,as well as to meis the more 
unpleafant, the thruſting'my Probe into our wounds, for the 
ſearching and cleanſing of .them, 'beftow upon mea further pro- 
portion of your patience, whileſtf adventure the Applicationof 
an healing Plaifter”* Let me therefore humbly beſpeak© you in 
the language' of the Prophet; Come, and et ws retriru wnto the 
Lord, for he-harh torn , and be will. beat at; be hathſmitten, and 


| he will bindns up. This is indeed 'the Conſtant and Uniform 


Voice of all that eminent/vaticty of Divine Difpenſations'we 
haye been under theſe lag ears ; which', a5-it ſpeaks to'alW in 
ſpectally"to,us,,, Our provocation have 
Per dl TT PET 2 97> dg 
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not been the leaſt, our priviledges have been the moſt, and our 
puniſhments, ſome of us, the ſoreſt, Oh! that our penitence 
might in ſome ſort keep pace with all theſe. - Certainly, though 
God be no reſpetter of perſons, yet he is more pleaſed with ares« 
. pentingGentieman then another, becauſe more honoured. Nor cgn 
there be any. way to heal that.truly malignant influence our former 
exorbitances have had upon the inferior world, then by liberal 
ſhedding down the bleſſed Rayes of an holy example. ; 1 confeſs 
Gods Word and experience do aſſure us that theſe AſpeRts are. 
rare; butwill not the rarityrender them more glorious andad=- 
mirable in the eyes of others > A converted Gentleman iva bleſ- 
ſed Prodigie and a beautiful Monſter. Nor ſhall you need fear 
any, Eclipſe of your honour with any conſiderable ſort of men in. 
theſe dayes, for, however it might have been formerly, Religion 
isnow no blemifh to Reputation, . nor will the Times decry you. 
for Zealous or Hypocritieal. Let the inſtance of Gods venge-- 
ance upon ſome of. our Rank before our eyes move us. Senache-- 
ribs Tomb, they ſay, had this inſcription, Look #pon me and learn 
to be Godly, MethinksI hearthe voice of the Lord, ſpeaking to- 


ns 3s to the people of old bythe Prophet, Te that have eſcaped Jer.s 1.50; - A 


the ſmerd , go avay, ftand not ftill, - remember the Lord afar «ff. 
Linger not in thoſe ſing that have laid both the honour and t 
life of others inthe duſt; - O let not the Lord when he ſhall look. 
down from heaven, ſay, This people returneth not to bim that [mit- 
eth them : If we will not now, when Gods judgements. have: not. 
only been abroad, but alſa have come hometo our ſelves ; when 
will we learn righteouſneſs? We cannot remain infenſiblein the 
midſt of all theſe things, but we do hereby Pon our ſelves 
ripe for new wrath, and ſach as will burn to the bottom of hell. 
*Tis not the Temporal ruine of a Nation only that we ſhall draw. 
down , but the everlaſting deſtruRion of. our immortal ſouls. 
T ophet 5s prepared of old, even for the King , i. e. For the greats 
elt as well as the meaneſt. Yea, by how much the higher we. 
were exalted here, by ſo much the deeper ſhall our dungeons b& 
there, . . Popentes Potenter ——: Beare with my plainneſſe and 
boldneſſe with you. The weight of the matter calls for it, and I 
fear you lye-under a diſadvantage beyond the reſt of menin this 
regard, you have few that will ſpcahome and deal roundly with - 
ou. [CIC SHALW a 


:x Cor.6.9 
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CHAP. VIII. 


'A Nd for you of the looſer fort, whoſe groſler evils do 
plainly declare you, if not to your ſelves, yetto others, 

the viſible objects of Divine indignation, if haply this paper tra» 
yeller may hit into your Road and light upon you , with what 
words ſhall it accoſt you? If any of the ſons of men upon the face 
of the- earth be more concern'd to haſten their return to God 
then others, you are they. Surely your own conſciences cart- 
not but tell you, That except you be changed your caſe is deſpe- 
rate. For is it poſſible to conceive that men can be fo void (I fay 
not of Religion, but) of Reaſon , as to imagine, thar as they 
lie wallowing in their filth and wickedueſs they are fitſor the em- 
braces of an holy Jeſus, and ſuited for the preſence of the pure 
Majeſty of heaven? Hath not God plainly aſſured vs,7Thar withonr 


 holyneſſe no man ſhall ſee his face? And doth not our Lord Jeſus in 


his Goſpel proteſt, That except we be converted we ſhall not enter 
into the Kingdom of heaven : Dothnot the Apoſtletake it for a 
foftulatum among Chriſtians, That the unrighteous ſhall not in- 
herit the Kingdom of God, and that if any manbe in Chriſt he 55 
4 new creature, all old things are paſſed away, all things areb:- 


comenely? Theſe things you will know, and I am perſwaded, 


as heof Agrippa, that you do believethem, why then, O why 


| are your Chariots ſo long a cotning > why haſten you not out of 


your Sodom before the impending ftorm of fite and brimftone ſieze 
apon you? 'Can youthink the name of Chriſtian or Proteſtant 
will ſhelter you in chat hour? O what a ſtrange Monfter is the 
Nominal Chriſtian, that divides himſelf between God and Belial,, 
that wears Chriſts livery, and is a conſtant ſlave and drudge to 


Saran! O thediſparity between ſo Holy a\Name and fo Impnre 


gNature! Tdare appeal to your own ears, doth it ſound well , 
a ſwearing Chriſtian, a- drunken whoring Proteſtant > Cana 
greater Soleciſm be commitred then this > Indeed what high ar- 
rogancy is it, with the mouth ro profeſle Chriſts Faith | when the 
ſoul is tamped with the Divels TImage,and the ſuperſcription of the 
whole life direQts to the Prince of datkneſſe? har haſt thou - do, 
ſaith 


£251] 
faith God himſeife, to rake my Conmnnt into thy month , ſering 
thou hateſt to be reformed> Away then with all pretences to 
Chriſt, or in good earneſt reſign up your ſelves to him, and in 
the words of Divine Hezberr, Pſal.50. 17, 
| ——— Whelly abſtain, or Wed. 

Sure, you cannot poſlibly imagine your ſ&ves under a diſpen- 
fation to looſneſs beyond the reſt of Mankind. Nor will you 
plead that God allowes a Gentleman more liberty of ſinning 
then another man, you may perhaps, as Terrzllian ſpeaks of 
ſome in his time , make this advantage of your Greatneſs, to 
uſe it as /etters paterts, to free you from humane puniſhments , 
and to licenſe you to make your will your law : but as for God, 
he binaeth Kings in chains, and Nebles in fetters of sron: Yea, 
the greater he hath made you, the better he looks you ſhould In Maxima | 
be : otherwiſe the higher he hath lifted you up, the lower PR OY 
will caſt you; He that is Maximns ſhould be allo eptimnr, your * 9 
= are, as ſaith the ſame Father, not ſo much peccata as mon- 

Ya, 
Nor can you think that riches will availe in the day of-wrath , 
nor will potency of friends, when God ſhall deal with you : 
theſe things may do much , and ofc times too much with men : 
but with God they are of no other force, then to aggravate both 
your fin and condemnation ; wil he efteem thy riches > no not 
gold, nov all the forces of firength. If he that did not improve Job 46,99. 
his ſingle Talent, was caſt out into darkneſs : what ſhould | 
have become of him that had ten Talents, if he had miſimpro- 
ved them ? | 

Neither would I willingly conceive you altogether fo void of 
reaſon, as to negle& your preſent return on the preſumption of an 
hereafter. This is folly,even fooliſhneſs of madneſs; are you ſure - 
of An Heyeafter > ſee we not all ages going to the duſt 2 are there 
not graves of all ſizes inthe Church-yard :Saint 4»gsſtine profel- 
ſeth he would not be an Athieſt, (and there is the ſame ground , 
notHad he ſaid drunkard, fwearer,fornicatour, &c, ) for onequar- - 
ter of an hour for all the world, becauſe he did not know, but 
in that ſpace of time, God might come, and cut aſunder the 
thread of his life, and let him drop into hell.. Or if you ſhould 


bave the hereafter of life, are you ure of the hereafter of y__ ? 
now 
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know you not that Repentance.is Gods gift, and Convetfio n the 
work of-his Spirit? and-hath he not profeſſed: his Spirir i ſhalt 
not alwayes ſtrive? and that becaxſe be'called, .and men refuſtd, 
he ftretched ont his hands, and men did not regard, Therefore 
hereafter they ſhall call , and he will not anſwer , they ſhall [eek 
him early and not find him > Beſides will not you Return (if the 
ſame ;gale. of: Grace ſhould till breath) be far more: difficule 
Hereafter then now : it is all one, as ifa man ſhould fay,l will not 
bend this twigfor it is troubleſom now, I will ſtay till it be grown a 
great tree : or I will not pay my debt now,I will ſtay till the inte- 
reſt hath doubled and trebled it : He is a ſorry Commander that 
will ſtay from ſtorming the Fort, till the Enemy hath made it not 
onely very Tenable, but almoſt Impregnable ; -Its no eaſy taske 
| | to Conquer Nature , but to grapple with Nature ſeconded by 
| Jer.1z.2z3. coſtome,lT had almoſt ſaid it is impoſſible, fo true is that (as well 
| | as. common) ſaying, 


ni non eſt hodie cras minus aptus erit. 


-Bae me thinks, I hear ſome Deſperadoes, ſaying, if we cannot 
eſcape without all this adoe, we will put it to the venture, we 
know the worſt of it : not unlike that /ex/#4// Cardinall, 
Ta ugg 06 11, who ſaid, he would not leave his Part in Pars, for a Part in 
"ay =. wgr Pgradiſe ; but do ye know poore* worms what ye ſpeak? one 
3 hey wy 1th ? &c, drop of hell ler falluponyour conſciences , would quickly make 
= " you tura your tale , do you provoke the Lord to jealowfie? are ye 
my Ns __ * ſtronger then he? didever any harden himſelfe againſt God, and 
here will be Proſpered > Be yeable to endure your hands one moment in 
worſted ; what ©he materiall flames? can-.ye lie down, think ye, in everlaſting 
| can he & , burnings? Gods wrath is like 4' great Bell, long indeed a raiſing, 
| bur break bis but when onceup, .it makes ſuch. a dreadfull noiſe,, as no tongue 
ſhins, char d8- (45, expreſs. In that day the Princes and Potentates of the 


wap world, ſhall be bumble ſaitors to the hills and mountaigs to fall 


_ wid. plura, M, Upon them, and cover th if by any meanes they might be 
.Gurn. Chriſt. hid from the direfull frow n angry God; wo, wo be to 
Armor. part 1. him , that thys ſtriveth with his Maker : let the porfoerd ffrive 
fe nit with the perſherds of the earth: oh ! how unſupportable is the 
| 77 vengeance of an incenſed God, where it lights, will not an oy 
mighty 


UP 


| | [17] b 
mighty Arm reach, and command you npon any ground , ſhall 
briars and thorns be ſet againſt him in Battell ? ſhall dry 
ſeaves and ftubble march againſt the devouring fire? Me 
thinks, this ſhould make the merrieſt ſoul among you fad , and 
the ſtonteſt heart to quake, Certainly Sirs, to be fearleſs here, 
is not valour , but madneſs. Oh! what Poppy then are 
your Pillowes ſtaft with 2 what Opinm is mixed with your Cups, 
that when you know the moſt holy and true God is under'an 
oath of eternally damning your ſoule and body, without:ſpeedy 
repentance, you dare eat and ſleep, as if no evill were neer you? 
ſhould any of you know of a pack of good fellowes ſer at a 
Banquet of wine, furniſhed with all the helpe of Mirth and Jol- 
lity, and the ſhot to be paid, that it muſt be every mans heart 
blood, would you not tremble to be ef this crue > rhe Appli- 
cation is too too eaſy. They ſay the Pope hath a: book called 
Taxa Camere Aprſtolice, wherein a man may know the rate of 
every fin, as upon what termes he may-whore, be drunk, &c. 
God hath his Rate-book too : but the ſumme is vaſt,nay infinite, 
not a farthing token leſs then Eternal ruine. I will cloſe this 
my addreſs to you with a ſhort ſtory, — The Prince of Orange, 
being about to fight the Spaniard, and having placed his Army 
ſo, as that the Sea was at tlieir back, and' the Enemy before 
them , rides up to the head of the Army, and thus in ſhort be- 
ſpeaks them, either, ſaith he, you muſt eat up thoſe Spaniards, or 
drink up this Sea, The ſame is your caſe! Oye, towhom I 
ſpeak, either you muſt eat up thoſe fleſhly luſts, that war againſt 
your ſoules, or you mnſt drink up the lake that burnech with fire 
and brimſtone , Confider ths therefore, ye that as yet. forget Ged, 
leſt he tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver. 
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CHAP. .IX 


Do Yom now let me without offence humbly addreſs my ſelfe 
even to you, whoſe birth in it ſelfe 1lluſtrious, is made 
much: more ſo by your breeding: on whole Perſons Nobility en- 
ammelPd with morality, ſets an amiable luſtre, renders you com- 

: C paratively 
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ratively bright ſhining ſtars in onr Horiſon: But oh reſt not 
= though this be not Sodom, yet neither is it Zoar,. Theſe 
will be too weak Ramparts, when God ſhall ariſe, and deal with 
you, whether upon a Nationall or Perſonall accouut : *Twill 
not paſs with him on that day , that any. of you was much 4 
Gentleman, Except he alſo was much a Chriſtian ; our Lord. ins 
deed loved the rich young man for his Morall Indowments : 
but yet it was a bad Item, ove thing /ackeſt they, eſpecially when 
that one thing ſhall be the V-#m Neceſſariam, without which. 
no entring into life, Conſider, i beſcech you, whether God 
warrants heaven to any man or ſort of men, upon lower termes 
than a through Converſion ? Search:, whether bare civility can 
be found among any of the qualifications of ſuch, as ſhall. enter 
into that Kingdom ? old Adam dreſt up never ſo finely will not 
do, the new Adam mult be put on, The Scripture calls not 
for the painting of rotten natare, but for the reſtoring of the Di» | 
vine Image, without this God will ſay of all the reſt, as hein_ 
Plutarch to thoſe, whom he ſaw labouring to make a dead man 
and, deeſt alignid intus, there wants an inward principle; Lean 
not therefore too ſtrongly upon this .Egyptian reed, leſt it ei- 
ther break under you, or pierce not your hand, but your heart 
with deadly forrowes; Let me humbly beg the ſame, as to all 


| Job6.15, &ec, Other Ornaments, and accompliſhments on this fide ſaving 


1 $xm.46,6,. 


'grace, They will all become unto you as obs brook, for 
Which the troopes of Tema looked, the companies of Sheba waited: 
they were confounded, becauſe they had hoped, they came thither, 
and were aſpamed; Was Abſalom ever the more lovely in Gods 
eye far -his eminent beauty, or 7ezebel/ for her painted face ? 
Though even a Samwel might be. carried away with. the comely 
countenance, and-proper perſon of Elia the heir, yet God when 
he comes, paſſeth him by, and chooſeth little David 2 Which think 


| Yewas placed neerer God, Agrippaon the throne , or Pax! at 


the bar > Which of the twain had moſt of his love? Dives in - 
his Purple, or Lazer in his rags and ſores > And as theſe do 
not intitle us to the ſpeciall favour of God, ſo neither do they 


* <Q4s: dttior indiſpoſe us to it, but rather render the attainment of-it the more 
divitis,eo cop difficult.” Whence was itelſe'that our Lord left it upon record ; 


ofiet inviigh, 


that3r 5-eafier- for 18 Camel "to go through is needles eye, you 
" 
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For @ rich man to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven ? \ And Magnt labir®s” 
whence is it elſe that ſo few great ones are called ;- and that the  ferre proſe: 
poor receive the Goſpell> The more of theſe externall Addita- = cw. 
ments, the greater and harder becomes the work of ſelfe-deni- fternit ubertas » 
all, which yet is made by Chriſt himſelfe, the moſt indiſpenſa- fic immoderara : 
bly neceſſary introduction to Chriſtianity ; And why did Publi- felicitas rumpis. 
.cansand harlots enter into heaven before the Scribes and Pha- 'Y 
riſees? the Refuſe ſooner then the more civill ſort, but becauſe 
it was ſo hard to convince the one of their need of Chriſt, in 
compariſon of the other ? 

And as for nobility,or that which is called greatneſs of blood, 
though it be that which I do, and ever ſhall pay juſt reſpe&t un- 
to, yet becauſe notwithſtanding, (through former 1dolizing ) 
God bath begun to ſtain the glory of it among us,I am jealous it 
hath yer too high a room in many of our hearts ; give me leave 
with all humbleneſs to adviſe, that it may be reduced to that 
place in our ſpirits, which is ſuitable to the merits thereof, To 
this purpoſe let me intreat thoſe, whoſe hearts are apt to ſwell 
with their titles, to mind and weigh theſe following intimations, 
which may ſerve as ſo many Launcets to prick that bladder of 
pride,and let the wind out. 

Is not the beggar on the dunghill , the ſame mans child with 
yol? Have not all one common father ? Tf to be derived from 
great and good Anceſtors 'be your Nobility , what ſay you to 
the meaneſt that lives near you ? was not he deſcended from eL- 
dam, then whom never was there a greater or better man while 
heſtood > The moſt ancient of your Nobility ſcarcely reaches 
up to 600 years, histo almoſt 6000, Or if eAdams blood 
were tainted with high treaſon, was not yours and your Ance- 
ftors touched with the ſame corruption> And is there 
not in this much more to abaſe your minds , then in that to ele- 
vate thetn, There is nothing truly baſe but fin, and of this 
the moſt noble blood is full. Beſides the Nobility, where any 
ſuch really is, is not properly yours , but theirs who merited the 
fame. Natural Nobility, faith one, is anorher mans quality , 
yet our own. Nemo vixit i gloriam neftram, faith another neo (heron. 
qued ante nos fuit noſtrum eff. Yea, the Poet, moſt truly as well 


as elegantly, 
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Nobility doth no farther deſerve to be counted Hereditary 
4 then as vertue the true ground thereof defcends along with it. 
. Otherwiſe our glory is buryed with the tombs of our progeni= 
tours, and remains inthe Sepulchres of the dead, and our reſting 


[201 


& %, 


Gents,& proaves,C que non ferimns 5pſs.. 


Vx ea noſtra Vigo ,—— 
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nimus facis n5-uponit, is but as offendors. being purined , had recourſe to Al. 
bilcm, cu Xtzrs andin former times to the ſtatues of Emperors, Which, 
Juacurque ©” what ſanRuary. ſoever it. may become among men, with 


dition? 

fortunim liget 

furgere Sens, 
ed plumes. 


[p4 he moſt high it is not ſo: He willferch theſe 7+4b- from the 
horns of this Altar, and ſtrip theſe night-birds of their borrow- 
efntiochns was called of his flatterers, the mighty 


Ged, of others, Epiphanes,the glorious, or i}luſtrious , but by the 


Of this the? Heathen Roma: s 
had ſuch a ſenſe, that when a 
- degenerate fon of Scipio. Aﬀri- 
cans food candilate tor preter- 
ment,they not only gave him the 
repuile,bur forced him co pu'l off 
from bis finger a fignet-ring , 
whereon the face of his father 
was engrayen , 26 courting Eim 
unworthy to wear his reſeme 
blance,whoſle life bore (ſuch a diſ- 
fimilicude to his ve:tucs- And 
the Rhodzans enacted that whoſo- 
ever would not inkerit their fa- 
thers vertnes, ſhou'd ſuScr a di- 
ſheriſon cf their Henows , and 


lands. 


and the botte 


Holy Ghoſt, A»tiochus the vile, And in his fight 
how much the more noble, by ſo much the more 
vile, if vicious. When a certain robber , convi- 
Red at the Bar pleaded he was a -Gentleman;, 
the judg returned him this anſwer, therefore 
ſhall you have this preferment in your puniſh- 
ment, you ſhall be hanged on a Gallowes fouy 
foot higher then your fellewes, The ſame 
will the great Judg Gay toznoble ſinners, to 
right honourable wicked ones, you ſhall have the 
hotter room in Hell, 

But what if thoſe Anceſtors, by whom you 
claim were never truly noble themſelves, what 
is your honour then, but as he ſaid in another 
caſe, ox1a; 3vap , the dreame of a ſhadow ; 
leſs then nothing? I fear ſhould. the Riſe 
of ſome of our families. be: unravelled , 
m of our original fearch*c into , we ſhould 


find matter rather of bluſhing then boaſting. Hath there not 
been given too too juſt occafion of verifying his ſharp InveRive 
who thus ſpeaks : He that will be noble let him firſt be an hune 


Gan, Agr, 


ter, afterwards ay hived ſoulditr , and: let him: ſerve anather for 
money to commit murthers ; 


this is the true vertne of Nobility, 
wherein 


-[22] 
wherein,if he ſpall frew himſelf a ftronge thief, there's no greater 
lory. He that is nnmeet to ao theſe things, let him buy Nobili= 
ty With mony (for its ſold as Well as other things : ) or if he can« 
wot do this, let him be the Kings Paraſite, or bring himſelf in fa- 
vour by ſome other conrtly deceit, let him be Panter to the whoves 


of the Palace, or make hit Wife or daughter common to the Prince, . 


or let him fulfil the appetites of Ladies, or marry the Kings Con« 
cubine , or take to wife their Baſtara- danghters, This is tho 
higheſt degree of Nobility , for he is made ons budy with them. 
Theſe be the wayes , theſe the Ladders and ſteps,by Which men in 
a ſhirt path aſcend to the higheſt perfetion of Nebility, 


Laſt of all, could we plead never ſo much in the Juſtification, 


and to the honour of our high blood , yet me thinks the fight of 
our black feet, IT mean the thought of our mortality , might 
make us with the proud Peacock to gather in our plumes, and: 
hang the wing; 1 have ſaid ye are Gods, What honour com- 
parable to this, to wear Gods name, and that by his own put- 


ting on 2 Yet that we ſhould not ſwell with pride hereupon, Pral.$ 2.6 


we are preſently told, we ſpall dye like men, and, fall likg one 
of the ;Princes : yea, may it not be ſaid, like one of the Pea- 
ſants? who as he was made of the ſame earth with us, ſo ſhall 
we mingle duſt with him erelong ; It was a bitter Sarcaſm, that 
of the Phyloſopher, of whom one demanding upon a day, why 
he was ſo buſy among the tombes, 7 ſearch, quoth he, for the 


ault of Kings, Inthe grave there is no diftcrence between the - 


rotten corpſes of noble and baſe : nor have the bones and fce- 
letons- of great men any. inſcriptions of honour remaining upon 
themz Say not now1I ſtain your glory , God hath done it al- 
ready , and more hewilldo, even to the wiping away of your 
memorialls ; if you ftain it not in your own thoughts , which is 
the true deſign of this addreſs: He that will thus loſe his ho- 
nour for-Chriſts and his own ſoules ſake , ſhall find it : but he 
that will ſave it, ſhall lofe it.” No: value your greatneſs no 
farther, then as you: have thereby advantage to do the more 
g00d, and become more uſefull to God and the world in your 
places:; ' Let noman [ay he bath noble blood rannixg in his veines, 
except he:cax prove his Pedegree. by this Hevroick Spirit, rodare to 


be holy-in ſpight of men and deviils,” Andof not much greater ' 
accounts ; 


37s * 


M. Gurnal. 


\Mntrh.6, 
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account is a Form of Godlineſs, where the power is Farting ; 
this is but as the feather and ſcarfe which quencheth no bullet in 
the day of battell. Tis not enough with God that you be Or. 
thodoxe, and peaceable, that you keep your Church , maintain 
prayers in your houſe, ' think, and Ipeak well of the beſt men, 
&c. If Ti Tigivoly , what fingular thing do ye, be demanded 
by Chriſt of poor fiſhermen, will it not be demanded of ys 
much more ? God expe&s that our holineſs run parallel with 
our height, and our goodneſs commenſurate to our greatneſs. Ty. 
rants, ſaith the Politician, may miſcarry , becauſe they are noe 
Tyrants enough, certain it is, that many Chriſtians ſhall miſ- 
carry , becauſe they are not Chriſtians enough, | 


Fn —— Caen oy 


CHAP. X. 


H ! that therefore the Nobility and Gentry of England 
would now in this their day {fot the Sun is not yet ſer 

with them) know the things that concern their and the Nati- 
ons Peace ! oh that if not for their Hononrs and Eftates, yet for 
their ſoules and their Countreys ſake, they would now at laſt 
ariſe, and Buckle to the work of Reall and through Reformati. 
on, even ſuch an one as having its Riſe from the inward man , 
may ſpread it ſelfe into the whole Converſation, and fill up all 
thoſe circumſtances they ſtand in towards God ard the world : 
large is the ſphear of your aCtivity, and great your adrantages : 
but if you lay not the foundation of your aQings deep, even 
in your own hearts, if ye begin not at Perſonall Holineſs, there's 
{ttle hopes that the reſt of your work will ſucceed,as to others,and 
none at all as to the pleaſing of God, and comfort of your own 
ſoules; What were the Carpenters at length the better that 
built Noah's Ark, and never entred into it themſelves? can ye 
have nobler examples then thoſe two famous Princes, 7:/bus 
and David? whereof the one takes up this Heoroick Reſoluti- 
on, 1 ayd myheaſe (firſt himlelfe Perſonall, and then himſelfe 


;Domeſticall) wil/ ſerve the Lord, the other, being about to pro- 


and 


| 
| 
| 
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Be 
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ffs his'purpoſe of filling up all his Relations, as well the Natio: 
nal, one as the reſt, begins with this expreſſion; 1 will walk in »7- 
haufe with a perfe8. heart. . Then is the deſign like to proſper ; 

when the commander -ſaith not, te mil3tes, but venite commili- 

zones : you are the Countries looking: glaſſes, by you they learn to 

dreſs themſelves into any form of life. You are their Cy»o/are, by 

which they ſhape their courſe.. It was thought anargument of 
oreat weight, Do any of the Rulers believe in him, 

And indeed if. the fountain of true holineſs be once opened in - 
the heart, it will with much provocation break forth , and fill up 
all thoſe relations we ſtand in. Ir is not hard to perſwade a real 
Chriſtian to become a good parent, Maſter, Neighbor, Patriot, 
Where therefore the work oftrue converſion hath paſt upon you, 
you will breed your children for God, and take care of the ſouls 
of the meaneſt in your Families; You: will not then turn over 
all this to your Chapline ; whatever his work be, the care will 
ſill be yours. You will look upon your heirs as | 
Gods heritage, and attend more to the fitting I is as great folly to/iay up e=+ 
of them for the heavenly Patrimo- . ſtates for children, and torake 


ny , then all earthly poſſeſſions: You will ra- 2 care of them whomuſt injoy - 
them , as to be curious for an 


ther covet to.match your off-ſpring into Families | \1c2.1« hooe, and then co pur 
good , then great : and be more ambitious ofa - i; upon a gouy oor, D. Repuoldes" 
David to be your ſon in law , thena Dives, | 
You will not then diſdain to Catechiſe , ad-- 

moniſh, Reprove and pray with your houſebold your ſelf, as oc- 

caſion ſerves; much leſs be like that Gentleman, who, the Chap-- 

line being ſtept aide, and the company ſer down at the Table, 

and looking one upon another, being deſired to crave a bleſling,  _ 

roſe up with indignation, ſaying, 7 ſcorn to ſay grace as much as + 

you. Grace will teach a Gentleman to count nothing a diſpa= 

' ragement which . Chriſt calls for : yea;, to de- | 
ſpiſe all glory , ſave in what he may ſerve his It was a notable ſaying of one: + * 


ſaviour : Ji rinc dofins who Of our Prelates, that be chonghe, 
ke the good prince Theedefine , ® ir honour enough, to be youch- .-_/ 


more Sloryed to hear C hriſts ſervant,then Em- ſafed to bring but one pin- tothe 
peror of the Eafters world... decking of Chriſts Spouſe,whilft 
This - will *' make. him look ;upon hims- - others adorn ber with coſtly yobes+,, | 
ſelf., as therefore - lifted ' up above . his + sndrich Medales, = 
brethren, 


5 
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| brethren, that he may the more diffuſively ſcat- 


WY | _ ter down therich influences of his goodneſs up- 
'Tisaq aQ of wowy paar t9 onall that are about him, Concerning ſuch an 
- "ogra as one it may be ſaid , as the Apoſtle in a like cafe 
paiping for food, that therich of ſome.ſhe ſhall not need be preſſed to love and 


may have a ftorchouſe or maga* mercy , for ke is taught of Goa. He is now 
zine,where to lay up bis treaſures. ready to every good work, and ambitious of 
Vide plura, D. Hammond, poor 


_— OT ſeizing on all opportunities of waking of friends 
amps tlebing, f.30- of Po ——_ mammon, ay Fhh theſe 
fail him, he may be received into everlaSting 
; He looks upon that contrivance of mercy and 
wiſdome mentioned to the Jews, not as a threatning, but a pro- 
miſeof grace, one of the priviledpes and bleſſings of Canaan , 
the poor ſhall never ceaſe ont of the land, that thou maift have 
alwayes ſomewhat to do with thy wealth , ſome ſluce to exhauſt 
this plenty , ſome leech to open a vein, and prevent the exceſle 
of thy feaver, He judgeth it good Arithmetick in Chriſts 
ſchool, by this kind of SubftraRion to add, and by this Diviſi- 
on to multiply. Gods Exchequer ſhall meet with no more ſuch 
accounts as theſe: 1tew, ſo much for Hawks and Hounds, ſo 
much loit ar cards and dice, thus much for walks and gardens 
and fiſh-ponds, and it may be not alittle for the maintenance of 
the ſtage, and ſtews, and the reſt for houſekeeping, buildings, and 
portions : But rather ſo much in bringing up poor children to 
read, ſo much in maintaining poor youths at the Univerſity, ſo 

x much for the binding out others to trades, thus 

+ hg Bp =+ Bay er che much laid out in Bibles, and othergood books 

Suns everl-ſing reſt, Payt z. _ be diflributed IgE the + _ 

£13.55. Videalſo c<h,12z. Who PEighbours, beſides, for the upholding the pure, 

hath this paſſ5ge, one ſumptuous and powerful preaching of Gods word thus 
teat, or one coſtly ſuit of appa= much , for feeding the hungry , cloathing the 

| rel would mainrain a poor boy at naked, harbourins the ſtranger, 8c. ſuch a_ 
* theVniverfity,who perhapsmigit 2 Ia 2 as lett] . 
come to bave more true worth in Proporuen. He counts thee thus etting me 
him , then many a glitring of this ſuperfluous blood, is the ſecuring the 


ſenſual Lord, and to do God whole maſs, that this is the putting off the crown 
more ſervice in his Church than 


q - þ4 . * if, 
hey 1s wich off chk 6. 09 his entail,to preſerve it fafe tohis hei 
\Rares and power, Se. p 


habitations, 


'Dpur.i5.11, 
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Vide M. Baxters Method for 
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rac : CHAP, XT 


Rom what hath been written , Iſhould be extreme loth to 
be deemed by any man ſo unreaſonably cenſorious,as if I went 
*about to include the whole Gentry ofEngland, within the term of 
profaneneſs and civility. For though we do find cheA poſtles words 
roo toq true, nor many mighty,not many noble,c.Yet for the ho- 
'nour of Chriſt, and the credit of this rank, be it ſpoken,there are 
ſome.Of theſe few to be found amongſt us, whoſe natural and mo- 
'ral excellencies are perfeRed with ſpiritual,and heavenly ; whoſe 
eminent graces proclaim them, Sans complement tres-noble , 
Sons of the moſt high God, - and heirs apparent*'to that rich in- 
"hericance that is above whoſe Goſpel carriage, -and' demeanor 
-perfumes the' places where they live, 'as-with fragrant'odours': 
Should I go abont to darken the brightneſs of thete who are the 
very glory of their generation; yea, ſhould 1 omit thus 
to ſingle them out, and ar leaſt to point atthem , I could not 
forgive my ſelf ſo great a negle&, ſo high a piece of injuſtice. 
-Go on, brave ſouls ,] ro do worthily:, for your: Ged , and for 
your Country, We juſtly lookupon youas ſtars of the firſt 
magnitude; continue to ſhed your influences proportionably to 
'his, and our expectation. ' The beſt light needs Jogging ſome- 
times : Content not your ſelves with any meaſures of grace al- 
ready attained, but as if you had loitered before ,' and done no- 
thing for Chriſt, lay about you with all diligence, ply you hard 
for the carrying on of his work in your ſelves, and others round 
about you. Reſt not from theſe your labours, till the good 
hand of your God poſſeſs you of your everlaſting reſt, forget- 
ting what is behind, preſs forward toward the mark of the prize 
-of your bigh' calling in 'Chriſt Jeſus. Let the coldneſs 
-of the times by an holy Antiperiſtaſis warm you ; and becaule p,,, ,, 
men make void the Law, therefore do you' with David loveit 
"yet moreand more. Be you ſtill the 2foſes*s, /ZFoſhnahs , Nehe- 
miahs of the ape, till that reformation which by many hath been 
cryed up, by ſome only pretended, and by others loft inthe 
purſuit , may be by the bleſſing of - the Almighty upon your ſe- 
Tious and unanimous'endeavours revived, proſecuted,atcained: > 
ets D CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIL -:M 


' A Ndwhoare more concerned in, and capable of adyancing 
A. this bleſſed work, then you who for this very end are by the 
hand of the moſt high your ſelves advanced. in toan height 
of power and greatneſs? Mee thinks I hear the good people 
of this Nation addreſſing themſelves to you in words, not 
much unlike thoſe of Adordecai to Efther : Think: ye your ſelves. 
that ye ſhall eſcapethrough your greatneſs, more then all the 
reſt of us, when God ſhall ariſe and deal with us > for if ye al- 


be careleſs at this time , then may there enlargement 
and deliverance -arifeto us from ſome other -place ; but take - 
heed left 'you and yours periſh. — 

- And who knowes not , butthat you are come to.this Height 
For iſuch a work asthis > Oh ! may your Zeal be as eminent in - 
Peace, as your Valour hath been in war ; your conduct of af- 
faires no leſs ſncceſſeful.in this Calmgthenin the late farm ! thac. & 
whatever conſtruction the Preſent makes of your {ARtions,, 
Sucreeding ages may riſeup and call you bleſſed. Oh |! ſer 
not the ſolemn Vowes-and Covenants made by you and us, in. 
greateſt traits be now thrown aſide as cancelled bonds, and ob- 
ligations. Surely pr 0 with that vaſt expence of 
blood, and treaſure, cry aloud in your cares, for a more glorious 
Reformation then yet-our eyes behold. Oh 1let all the world ſee 
as great diligenceand Induſtry .uſed by you to the finding out 
Perſons difaffeted to:Chriſts Government , as to yours, and 
bringing Traytours to the King of Kings unto condign puniſh- ; 
ment, as thoſe, whoſe Treaſsns are intended againſt you; Let. 
the Enemies of Chrift taſte as deeply of your diſpleaſure asany, | 
and "the tranſpreflionsof . his laws fall under as deep a cenſure, 
Ee phice asthoſe againit yours, Oh! letnot the leaſt occaſion be given 
| "© © to:thoſe that ſhall writethe Hiſtory of this age to ſay as Tacitus, 

þ *de: -concerning the-alteration ofthe Roman'ſtate, Swceeſſere alis ho- 
-wines magis quam ali mores. 95s os BT attempts have 


beenmade for bettering the times (and ſhould I fay without atl 
ſuccels. 
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fuceeſs I ſhould be very inpratefulto God, and you.) But will 
the good people of England think this a ſufficient recompence 
for all the bloody eoſt they have been ac > If here you ſhould 
( which God forbid } puta peried to thoſe your preat endea- 


vyorrs , will they not think have an hard penny worth ? 


Is not this their language , we have prayed , payed , 


' and ſome of us bled for reformation ? we are under vows to 


promote it: You have oftdeclared, and promiſed yourutmoſt 
ro carry it on,if you mean it not, return our treaſures into our 


cheſts again, and our blood into our veins, reſtore us the lives of 
-our deareſt Relations, releaſe us of our deep ingagements to this 


purpoſe, or diſcharge us of Perjury, and Hypocriſie before the 
ant nya. terrible God. Let therefore the cauſe of Chriſt lie 


-as deep tn your hearts asit ſeemed te do formerly: Let not Ad- 


ditions of Divine bounty produce abatement of your zeal. Now 


you ſit warm in your Palaces, be not cold in his ſervice:Otherwiſe 
-give' me leave to mind you, that he that hath- promoted you ſo 


bigh,” will ſurely lay you as low as any of yonr predeceſſours ,- 
and make your fall to be as baſe and prodigious asever your Riſe 


_ -waseminent and wonderful. 


Lo —_ CCC CONOCCCS 


BY , 


CH AP XIII, 
Oo Ye Nobles and Gentry of &agl/end , my heart isenlarg- 
ed towardsyou, beare with me thereforeif my pen inlarge 


it ſelfe alſo a little beyond that  Decorum of conciſeneſſe which 


your greatneſs may call for , may your poor Remembrancer paſſe 


under what cenſure you pleaſe, fo you will alſo pleaſe to read, 
conſider, and lay to heart, his Loving, and-faichful , th 


weakly managed , intimatiens, Men difdain uot to. fetch fire 


though in a earthen ſheard, and preen wood { fach is my heart 
then bar ſuffer me to lay before you a few incentives, and 1h 


I am ſare and yours I feare) calls for much blowing , 51d 


be. no farther troubleſome to you. - And God granc that whull 
as your ſervant Tblow the fire foo you, I may receive, ſome 


warmth my ſelf. | | 
' Lexmethereorebeferh youtoconfider eiuſly the prpoſ 
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[28] 

of the moſt high in lifting ns above our brethrenffor He {t is that 
hath made us to differ) : Is it any other, then that we might haye 
this advantage, ground to lift up his name the higher, why doth 
He ſtile us Gods , but to ſhew that we ſhould be the repreſen- 
| tatives of thoſe attributes of his, we call commu- 
The heathen could tell bim, that gicaþje his Bounty, Juſtice, Mercy, and Power > 

asked him , bow men might be T1 the more ignorant world wh 
like to God,thaz One way was to : re. 1gnoran, orig wao. are 
do good to all, not able to attaina more dire and-immeliate in- 
tuition of his Majeſty, may by beholding him in 
us, be led to a further inquiry after him > Thur the Sun, too 
glorious to be gazed upon by our weak eyes, may yet be after 
a ſort ſeen in a pail of water :. Let onr light therefore ſo ſhine be- 
Mar. 5. fore men that they ſeeing our god works may glorifie our heaven= 
ly father, Let all the honour that is carried to 
The þigher the Sunis , the leſs gyr doors, be preſently conveighed to' Gods. 
| pap; mp dk This Jewel we may carry in our.hands, but we 
_— mult not wear it about our heads. . Let Davias 
language be ours alſo, Not wnto ws, not unto us ,, 
Pſal 115.1. Gat unto thy name be the glory. Let the greateſt of us look 
upon our ſelves, but as ſo many receivers general 
No greater plague can befsll 3 to take that tribute of reſpe&,and honour that is 
man then Power without grace. naid into our treaſury, and faithfully pay it over 
M.Gurn. Magaz, þ.1.203- into his Exchequer, to whom it properly apper. 

Thou art but Gods Executour, is eh TAR q 
2nd by that time thou baſt paid £210S; Yea, let this be accounted not our du. 
all the legacies, 'thou wi't ſee lir-" ty,but our honour to be in a capacity larger then 
tle left for thee ro brag and boaſt thereſt of the world to advance the praiſe of our 
of. Mr.Gurnal. | maker. | 


ay it alſo lye neere our hearts, how moſt unbecomiang an idle. 

worldly, or ungodly life is:to thoſe ſtations. of eminency divine 

bonnty hath placed us in :. /1vok over the whole courſe of nature 

oh and the moreexcelfent any being is the more ative, even from 

ph 0, 11 Sun in the firmament , that rejoyceth like a giant to run his 
pe... 

rour was won: Courſe, to the dull-and dreggy earth, that lyeth at the worlds 

to ſay, quo me- Center. He that wraps his Talent ina napkin is adjudged an evil 

Jor, hoc laborio- Teryant,, as well as he that ſquandersit:- .]t.will not be enough to 

for, ſay to God, Here's thine own , if there be no proportionable 

mmprovement. Let the, 7orr-filss, the men of rhis world cleave 

to 


oy —— 


[29] | 
to thatearth, to which their baſer ſouls-propend, but as for us 
who are raiſed ſo-much nearer Heayen, . and made to ſoare inthe 


wpper Region, let us ſcorne to imbrace the Danghill, Letnor. 


the Eagle-prey. upon flyes, and ſuch like mean fare. If wedoe 
indeed ſay, we are high born, let our purſuits be high , even as 
high as Heaven, Here were Noble Games indeed , worthy of 
our whole lives.chaſe : let the childiſh ſports , and fooliſh va- 
nitys of this world be for thoſe that will have them. Let children 
and idiots follow-up and down after Butterflies, and when they 
have done, get nothing but their labour for their paines, except 
it be beſmeared fingers. Oh how unſeemly a ſight would it be 


And verily it cannot but be to a diſcerning mind far more uncom- 
ly to behold ſuch perſons loading. themſelves in the Prophets Lan« 
Suage, with thick clay , and treading the mortar of their world= 
ly luſts, never leaving to fill, Head, hands, and heart with 
earth”, tell their mouths be fifled with it alſo. 

Much of the ſame. complexion -( the. deformities .both of 
Chriſtianity and: Gentility ) are they who forgetting their gene- 
rous birth and breeding » throw themſelves into and 'take 
delight to wallow in the fink and- Puddle of ſwiniſh ſenſuality : 
What is this, but lying down inaſtye, when a palace, a Para- 
dice isat hand ? But while I mention the forgerfulneſle of others, 
I'muſt my ſelf. remember, that I am nor, now.a launcing ,. but. 
a healing, not a'making corroding but mollifying applications. 
Whatſoever therefore any: of us have done, or ſee others do, 
let as many of us as would that our lives might carry an Harmoni- 
ous proportion with our ſtations, beware of committing ſuch 


Incongruities. Let not ſuch blemiſhes ſtain our glory nor make. 


f ; 
, . 


us as, yea worſe then other men. ... Sy 
How full of precious influence might our.power, or intereſt 


(moſt of us) be towards thoſe thar live neer us ? How far might. 


our Arme reach to the cruſhing of fin, and incouraging of ver- 


tue > Extremly much this way might be done even by thoſe 


of us who are no Magiſtrates. What by example , countenance, 


relation to.thoſe in place, Counſel and purſe : if a poore Tenant 
or Neighbour croſſe and vex us, how ready are we to. find wayes: 
to. make them feel the Weight of our Arme > how much more: 


comfor- 


to ſee Princes and Nobles to ſweep Chimnies, rake kennells, &c eps gy p45 BY 


Vid, Mr.Gurn;: 


© T3o] , 
contfortable , honorable, 'and'( why not #5) feiſable | were 
it to turhe the edg of our indignation agaioft ther that provoke 
God, their , and our Common Lord and Maſterz | 
We ſpeak of valour , many of us, and take it as death to be 
called cowards; an excellent accompliſhment this of a Gentleman, * 
and fuch as the Engliſh Gentry might boaſt of, if any , but is 
there any field for us to ſhew onr valour in, like this> any enemy 
upon whom to excerciſe onr conrage.as thoſe of our own, and 
others ſouls > lets ſcorne that” any, rather fool-hardy , then 
valiant , ſhould ſpill their blood for a Miſtris, or acrofle word 
; .and we not venture our All in the quarrel of our great Lord and 
; _ lay- Maſter, There is no ſuch braverie of Spirit to be ſhownnoran 
os 0 En. fuch Trophyes of honour ro bewon, as upon and from the world, 
peror,Pacem fAlcſhand Divel, thoſe mortal-immoral adverſaries to us, and out 
rum bominibus, great Soveratign, 
un viik bel And how exemplary might we be inthis holy War 2 We can- 
u not. be ignorant that the eye of-the meaner ſort is ever upon us, 
ready to to ſteer their courſe by our Compaſle,apt to make us the 
'Model, and Pattern for their imitation: ſo true is that, of 
which Sexeca of old complained, men live , non ad ratienem (ed 
hen Criſpas fryilfendinees : And as another , Great mens vices are as ſel- 
he chief Ruler 40978 #naccompaniced, as their perſons. Dives, it ſeemes, had ftiany 
delicved,many brethren accompanying him to the place of Torment. Ifany 
pf che Corin- point. of reformation be prefſed upon the vulgar, is not there 
t eved faying preſently , as thoſe in Chrifts time, doe any of the Rulers, 
&c> .Does the chiefman in the pariſh or Country do this ? cer- 
cainly , ifthe thing were good ont Land-lord , or ſuch and fuch 
great men would doe it,they are wiſe, they are Learned, &c.Next 
ro a profane Clergy, there is nothing takes ſo many Atheiſts a. 
'mong us as alooſe Gentry. * CLE. J 
It ttick upon-me when I readir, that even of 22abower, let it 
not offend to Tranſcribeit, The poor, ſaith he, } an ſay to 
them, meaning wicked rich win , we have followed you 10 this 
place, are ye now able td deliver us from eternal flames? they 
ſhall anſwer, we are all damned with you, fo far the Alchores. 
'Bur the Bible goes farther , it appravates the puniſhment of 
:ſach, -and denou nces greater Damnation, . An ungodly Gentle- 
ED PRCeE WONLPINY 0h CI IR ay. 
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Oh! therefore for Gods ſake, for your foules ſake, for the ſake 
of multitudes of poor ſoules, who are the more to be pitied, - 
as not knowing the right hand from their left in matters of Sal- 
vation, Shine out inthe bright example of an holy, and gracious - 
Converſation. We are Cities ſet on an hill, and cannot be hid, we | 
might have been vicious at a far cheaper rate, had we been Pea- Greaz men | 
ſants. Oh! lets be aſhamed that poor cottage lights ſhould cannot commie? 
outſhine us in our great houſes, and Rately Palaces; ſet not up f52ll fins. Abo! 
a pit-man'Candle ina ſtately room , and a golden -candle-ſtick, *"**"* | 
Aftrologers tell us that thoſe who areborn- under the Raign of 
ſome Malign Planet, it proves unfortunate and pernicious to 
them : let it never be charged upon any of us, that under our 
influence nothing doth well; let us not be like great ſpreading . | 
Oakes , that overdrip whatloever is under them , and render x, Golg ; 
the neighbouring ground unfruitfull: or as, the talleſt trees:;gines ae 7 
which are obſerved either tobring forth no fruit at all, or that ſerved to have? 
. which is for ſwine; let rather the Campacious Armes andthe barreneſt? 
boughs of our power and greatneſs become a refreſhing Ar. $'99%d aboue, 
bour to ſhelter the truly-vertuous, and aMiRted in the land Y 
How il ms the — . 2nd a> IP | 
proved parts of many am us be for r 4enants dare not con= | 
the good of others; All of us mighe take Fn arms -"R joe or co . 
occalion to beſpeak the ſoules of our Te- their babkacions ; "They fear j 
nants and neighbours for Jeſus Chriſt , who you more then they do God * 
will hear us when no badyelſe; A reproof biwſelfe; your frown will do 
' avill berborn from us, that will not from ano- — rags om the threats ; 
ther, If Pau/ at the bar made Felix tremble Bag 57, Rep bb, re 
on the Judgement ſeat, what might have been 5e#. 5, 7 3 6038 
done if the tables had been turned ? WG: 
Eſpecially might we look for ſucceſs., when we have þ/kew 
xets tothraw out, and golden books [to fiſh-withall , I mean our 
Charity to ,the body , what way would ic make to the prepa- 
ring of the ſoul for our good Counlſells and Admonitions ? 
while thoſe who have hut a bare word.of Advice, or promiſe 
to tempt ,withall , tretch oue-their hands all the day long to 
Lain \ſoules , ,and retura weary, catching nothing except. the - 
.Cald.of .contempt , or the Dirt of Reproach.;; how proſperous 
in.all probability.might our attempts be ? And canwe ſend our 
Eſtates upon a better errand then this > This is the — IO 
| taem + 
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them as Harbingers afore hand to heaven, to prepare the bet- 
ter Room for us , when our | earthly mabſions ſhall fail us, we 
are bur Gods purſe-bearers , his Feſephs to lay np ,- that may lay 
out to his beſt advantage : And that this is the belt uſe we can 
put theſe things to, appeares from Chrifts example, who did 
bodily good in order to ſpirituall. One compares us to the belly 
in the body naturall, which was not made for the legs and 
| armes to toil and Jabour, and it to ſwallow the 
Ne dormizt in theſeuris tids, - ſweet and pleaſure of all, but rather to di- 
geſt and diftribure nouriſhment to the labour- 
ing parts: Jet the poors bellies therefore be 
the Cheſts to lock up our Treaſures in, their 
backs our wardrobe, to hang our clothes up- 
on; God will keep the key of theſe doores, 
that none ſhall rob us, and with unſpeakable 
advandantage will he return our penny ; 
let us diſdain that that obloquy ſhould jultly 
be faſtned upon any of us, that we are too too like ſpunges, to 
drink in all that comes, and diſpoſe of nothing to good uſes, 

except what is with ſome kind of violence ſcrued from us. 
What ſhall I ſay concerning that more precious Treaſure, 
Time, which thoſe of our rank injoy a greater proportion of 
then the reſt of mankind 2? If the pooreſt pea- 


TT. 


quod pauperi 'prodeſſe poteſt, 
Cypr. 


Stips paupcrum, theſaurus divi- 
tum, the Matito of Tiberius 
II. a godly Emperour, 

Hee habeo quodcungue dedt, 
} ſaid M, Anthony in bis [tcaits. 


Opportunity is more then 'E- 


* _ternity , It has not ſo much time 
; jn it, bur Itbas more advan- 


eages, you ſhall anſwer for all 
a2vantages, which are weighti- 
eſt things in the world, A. 
Lockier. 

Msſters uſe not to ſet their 
ſervants about ſuch wok as 
will not pay for the candle 
they burn in doing ic3 Nothing 
leſs then the glorifying of God, 
and ſaving our ſoules at laft , 
can be worth che precious time 
we ſpend here, M. Gurn, Mi- 


| gay. part firſt, p. 361 
| þ 


fant ſhould not be admitted to plead, he had not 
time to work out his own;, and promote his 
neighbours ſalvation, how much leſs ſhall we? 
our leiſure 1s ſo plentifull that roo many of us 
are put to it, how to ſpend it all. Hence that 
irrationall , as well as unchriſtian, both name, 
and thing Paſtime; Such are like to find ane- 
ther day, that their time paſt faſt enough of it 
ſelfe; They needed not to ſtudy the haftning 
of it; Improve therefore theſe your rich, and 
abundant opportunities to the advantage of him 
who is Lord of you and them : Hang plummets 
if you can poſſibly upon the feet of this old, yet 
not- weary Travellour ; If we cannot beſpeak 


his ſtay , lets keep pace with him ; let not time be gone, and 


OUr 


- OF- 

ont work not done'; 3har therefore our hand findeth to ds, lits PIE 
do with our might , for there is nowork, nor device, — ARNIE. 
wor wiſadem 52 the'gyave whithir we are a going, 1 lay whither We 
are a going ,'as well as others, * Conld our greatneſs indeed 
fright, our Riches bribe, or our Policy defeat Death, we 
might have ſome colour for the miſexpenceof Time,” and: Ta» 
lents: But *cis appointed for All men oxce to die,and which is more, 
after that the Fudgement, | | T9 TELULEY 

The 1r:/þ havea Proverb, what aileth the rich max to die'?. 
And- of' Cardinall Branfort , it is reported, that upon his: 
death-bed he ſhould fay, Fic will not death be hired ?' will money 
do nothing > Tf the whole Realme wonld ſave me, T were able 
by wealth to buy it,or by wit to procure it. Money indeed is the; 
#reat- Monarch ' of this workd , but 'not-of the: next; © Cold) 
comfort did his bag of gold give him, whetrin his death bed: 
_ for it, and laid it-to his heart to aſſwage -the pain 
of it. | : = t 
: Andas we muſt die as well as others, ſo the date of our dayes 
is obſerved uſually-to go out ſooner then other 'mens,  \ Our own- 
exceſſes, together with what is derived to usfrotn'our Anceſtors, 
do oft-times make way for difeaſes, and theſe for death: And 
then our abuſed Talents will be turned into ſo many unſuppor- 
table weights of lead to preſſe-and ſink us under the everlaſting 
wrath of God. Chry/ofome upon that place to the Hebrews 
where mention is made. of giving account for ſouls, wonders that 
any man in publick. place can be ſaved; Which puts me in-mind 
of what I have read of one of the Philips of 'Spaine; who though 
he had ſuch a Natural Conſcience, that he profeſſed, That he 
would not do any thing againſt ic, no, notin ſecret, for the 
gaining of the whole world, yer when this man was to die,he 
cryes out, O that 1 had never been a King, O that- 1 had lived «4 
ſolitary life all my" dayes ! | then ſhould: 1 have dyed a great deal 
more {ecurely, and gone to God far more confidently, te. We- 
Briaren:-like,have an hundred hands for God to do ſervice with- 
all; If theſe hang down or be lifted vp againſt him here,th will Sccat men -_ F 
prove ſo - many inſtruments of Gods vengeance upon us bhere-g,; 4} 
after. thers, Swinock. JI 

E Shall 


os {i ode of ]. a 

Shall1 8dd one conſideration more? . There will heno more 

Eminent figne of Publick ruine, then our refuſal, with thoſe 7p. 

woble Nables of Tekeah, £Q pur our neckes.to the yoak of re ormay 

Proy,29.8 t90;; F Scernful M62; fatth wile Solomon 5 bring 4 Cup 
into 4 ſnare: :; exeellent is that alluſion of Chry/efhom, 

When the hegg when "tis darky in the valleys it is towards night « and when *tis 
& giddy the be- darnhe.vm Mae bills, then "tis neax night : But whan *tir aarks 
a) reels, above in the firmament tis fully night. In conformity, to this we 
find, thag when, the- Communalty of the Jewes were grawn;Cor- 

rypt , God farbegrs to deſtroy them, till he had ſeen; how their 

(Geatry, as I may ſay, their) _ great ones did behave them- 

Jer.$.4 ſelves., Therefare 1 ſaid ſurely theſe are Pooy , tbey are fooliſh : 
for they known: the way of the Lord nor. the 7 udgements of their 
Gd; 1 wits. get:thy Tathe great mon. . and 'will (peaks wnre them: 
foe: they. boon; keiavaue: the way of the-Lrd and) he Judgements of 
thein Gae : : Buttbeſt have altogether, broken thiyoke and burſt the 
bonds, What follows upon this ? Wecrefore a Lyon ont of the 
ferreft faall ſay them , a Wolfe of the evening ſhall dewonr theys ; 
4:Leoparg ſoalh eatoh aver they; Cities 8c. Though theſing of 
all propare -a; people fordeſiruRtign: they.are the fins of great 
encs whiehmot-froqueetly-bring icupon them, And had there not 
ſome- Fdoſeſe's tood.inthe-gap, whilſt the wrath ofthe Lord was 
Iacely hegun amengit us,, doubtleſſe we might, with Capernanm, 
have-ſank down+to-hell. ere:now ; if therefore there be any force 
intheſe arguments lee CLOITE dap. Whelſt it, #.called to dey not bare 
dew. own hearts, hut; hear that voice.of God, which ſpeakes in 
them..' Let us he perſwaded by. the honour of that God , who 
hath advanced us, by thoſe choice CharaRers of favour he hath ſee 
upon us and thereby more ſtriQly bound us to hip) » by that ten» 
der Love: and pity. we-owe. our own and the ſoulsof others , 
and by that deep ſenſe we ought co have of the palb ſufferings., 
prefent diftraRtions and imminent Davygers of our poor Country; 
to Awaken ourſelves, bewaile our miſcarriages , haſten our re- 
turne, diſcern the, work. of our generation , heartily ſet about iv 
and conſtantly abide init, ſo will there becauſe to hope, that, 
notwithſtanding former. guilt, there: may be-yctan acceptance 
of: 


[37] 
of us with God in Chriſt , and a lengthning out of onr own and 


the Publick tranquillity. 
Gentlemen, I have now done, The weight ofche Publick good , 
and everlaſting concernment of ſouls preſleth ſore upon my Spirit, 
and though I have diſcouragements enough from my ſelfe and 
others , by reaſon of my unfitneſs for this work, yet I muſt ſay 
toall my Diſcouragers , as fob did in another caſe, Hud your Job 1y.13, 


peace, let me alone that I may ſpeak , and let come of me what 
will, 


